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Discrepancy 
Indicators 4a and 4b of the State Performance 
Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR):
• Indicator 4a:

• Does the district have a significant discrepancy in the rate of 
suspensions and expulsions of greater than 10 days in a 
school year for children with IEPs

• Indicator 4b:
• have: (a) a significant discrepancy, by race or 

ethnicity, in the rate of suspensions and expulsions of 
greater than 10 days in a school year for children with 
IEPs; and (b) policies, procedures or practices that 
contribute to the significant discrepancy and do not 
comply with requirements relating to the development 
and implementation of IEPs, the use of positive behavioral 
interventions and supports, and procedural safeguards.
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Dashboard 
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Indicators Reported to 
OSEP

SPP/APR Indicators 4a & 4b

The measure is ONLY about SWD suspended out 
of school for GREATER THAN 10 DAYS

• 4a – ALL SWD

• 4b – SWD by ethnic and racial groups & 
polices, procedures and practices that 
contribute to a significant discrepancy
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Indicator 4a



Indicator 4b
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Legend and Formula 
Indicator 4b
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Formulas for Discrepancy

4a: District SWD Risk for OSS >10 days

÷

State SWD risk for OSS > 10 days

4b:District /Subgroup SWD Risk for OSS >10 days

÷

State SWD risk for OSS > 10 days
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N Size = 15 
• Districts must have at least 15 students in 

the group to be considered 
• Even if RR is > 2.0
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Formula Indicator 4a:
District SWD Risk for OSS > 10 Days 

÷
State SWD Risk for OSS > 10 Days  

1. Calculate the district SWD Risk:
25 ÷ 1634 = .01529 (this is your numerator)

2. Calculate the State SWD Risk
854 ÷ 225,918 = .00378 (this is your denominator)

3. Calculate the District’s Relative Risk Ratio :
.01529 ÷ .00378 = 4.0449

Is this district significantly discrepant?
• Yes,  RRR ≥ 2.0 (if RRR is ≥ 2.0  in previous year)
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Formula: Indicator 4b
District SWD Subgroup Risk for OSS> 10 Days 

÷
State SWD Risk for OSS > 10 Days (not subgroup)

1. Calculate the subgroup risk:
25 ÷ 1437 = .017397 (Black subgroup) 

(this will be your numerator)

2. Calculate the State Risk 
854 ÷ 225,918 = .00378 (ALL STATE SWD) 

(this will be your denominator)

3. Calculate the district’s Relative Risk Ratio:
.017397 ÷ .00378 = 4.60

Is this district significantly discrepant for Black SWD?

• Yes,  RRR ≥ than 2.0 (if RRR is ≥ 2.0  in previous year)
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Discipline 
Disproportionality
1. Events per student ratio

• Compares discipline events per student in one 
ethnic/racial subgroup to discipline events per student in 
all other ethnic/racial subgroups in your district

2. Duration and Type
• Uses a value added point system

• 1 point - ≤ 10 days ISS 

• 2 points - ≤ 10 days OSS

• 3 points - > 10 days ISS

• 4 points - > 10 days OSS
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Compares one 
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Events per Student
Legend and Formula 
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• Threshold for Risk Ratio is 3.0
• Districts with a RR ≥ 3.0 are significantly 

disproportionate
• Events per student compares one racial/ethnic group 

in a district to all other racial/ethnic groups in the 
district
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Formula: Discipline 
Events per Student 

District SWD Subgroup Risk for Disciplinary 
Removal 

÷
District SWD Risk for All Other Subgroups for 
Disciplinary Removal 

N size: 15 for Subgroup, 5 for Suspension Count
• Districts with fewer that 15 students in the 

group will not be considered
• Districts with fewer that 5 discipline events 

will not be considered  
• Even if RR is > 3.0
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Events per Student 
Calculation

1. Calculate the District Subgroup Risk (Black) 
(numerator)

263 ÷179 = 1.46927

2. Calculate the District SWD Risk for ALL OTHER 
Subgroups (not Black): (add the discipline event count for all 
OTHER racial ethnic groups; add the cumulative SWD enrollment for all 
OTHER racial ethnic groups) (denominator)
0+10+24+125 = 159
1+16+15+325 =  357

159 ÷ 357 = .44537

3. Calculate the Relative Risk Ratio:

1.46927 ÷ .44537 = 3.299
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Is this District 
Significantly 

Disproportionate for 
Events per Student for 

Black Students?
Yes, RRR ≥ 3.0 

(if the RRR was ≥ 3.0 last year)
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Disproportionality
Duration and Type
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Duration and Type
Legend and Formula
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• Threshold for Risk Ratio is 3.0
• Districts with a RR ≥ 3.0 are significantly disproportionate

• Value added methodology
• Duration and type compares one racial/ethnic group in a 

district to all other racial/ethnic groups in the district
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Disproportionality 
Duration and Type
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Formula: Discipline 
Duration and Type 

District SWD Subgroup Risk for Disciplinary 
Removal by Value Added Duration and Type

÷
District SWD Risk for All Other Subgroups for 
Disciplinary Removal by Value Added Duration and 
Type

N size: 15 for Subgroup, 5 for Suspension Count
• Districts with fewer that 15 students in the group will not 

be considered
• Districts with fewer that 5 discipline events will not be 

considered  
• Even if RR is > 3.0

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Duration and Type 
Calculation
1. Calculate the District’s SWD Subgroup Risk, Value 

Added: (numerator):

112 ÷ 177 = .63276

2. Calculate the District’s SWD ALL OTHER 
Subgroups Risk, Value Added (denominator):

0+0+4 = 4 (value added suspension ALL OTHER) 

11+3+20 = 34 (cumulative enrollment ALL OTHER)

4 ÷ 34 = .117647

3. Calculate the District's Relative Risk Ratio:

.63276 ÷ .117647 = 5.378

Is this district Significantly Disproportionate for Disciplinary 
Removal by Duration and Type?  Yes, the RRR is ≥ 3.0 (assuming 
their RRR was ≥ 3.0 last year)
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Duration and Type

Black: Value added suspension: 112; 

Enrollment: 177 

112 ÷ 177 = .63276

All other subgroups:

Value added suspensions: 0+0+4= 4

Enrollment: 11+3+20 = 34

4 ÷ 34 = .117647

.63276 ÷ .117647 = 5.378
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Is this district 
significantly 
discrepant?

No, the threshold for the 
Risk ratio was not met for 

2 consecutive years
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Big Difference

Discrepancy: comparing your district’s 
data of SWD who are suspended greater than 10 
days to the State’s SWD who are suspended 
greater than 10 days 

Disproportionality: comparing your 
district’s discipline* data  in one ethnic/racial 
subgroup to all other ethnic/racial subgroups in 
your district

* Events per Student & Duration (# of days) and Type 
(ISS or OSS)
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Disproportionality: 
Identification 
• Identification Disproportionality calculations          

report the representation of students with disabilities   
in the district

a) All disabilities (Indicator 9 on SPP/APR)

b) Specific disability categories (Indicator 10 on SPP/APR)

Indicator 9: All Disabilities:

• The data answers the question: Does a certain 
racial/ethnic group in a district have an equal chance of 
being identified as a student with a disability as 
compared to all other racial/ethnic subgroups in the 
state?

• For example: A district that has a Risk Ratio of 3.0 for 
Hispanic Students that are identified as SWD means 
that in that district Hispanic students are identified as a 
student with a disability 3 times MORE than other racial 
ethnic groups in the state (Indicator 9)
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Disproportionality: 
Identification 
Indicator 10: Specific Disability 
Categories:

• The data answers this question: Does a student in a 
certain racial/ethnic group have an equal chance of 
being identified in a specific eligibility category 
(ex.: ID, EBD…) as compared to the all other 
racial/ethic groups in the state?

• For example: A district that has a Risk Ratio of 3.5 
for Black EBD means that in the district, Black 
students are identified 3.5 times MORE as a 
student with an Emotional Behavior Disorder than 
all other racial/ethnic groups in the state.
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Disproportionality:
Identification 
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Legend and Formula 
Identification  

• The color coding is similar to the Discipline 
Disproportionality  

N size: 15 for Subgroup
• Districts with fewer that 15 students in the 

group will not be considered
• Even if RR is > 3.0
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Formula: 
Disproportionality: 
Identification

District SWD Identification Risk 
÷

State Identification Risk for All 
Other Subgroups
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Calculation: 
Disproportionality 
Identification 

1. Calculate the district’s Identification Risk (Black ID):

19 ÷ 855= .02222 (numerator)

2. Calculate the State’s Identification Risk for ALL 
OTHER subgroups. (The data for this calculation is not displayed on the 
dashboard)

a. State ALL ID except for Black =  7,377
b. State ALL NULL  except for Black = 1,003,579
c. 7,377 ÷ 934,673 = .00735 (denominator)

3. Calculate the district’s Risk Ratio:
.02222 ÷ .00735 = 3.02

Is this district Significantly disproportionate for 
Identification?

Yes, the RRR is ≥ 3.0 (assuming the RRR was ≥ 3.0 last 
year) 
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Disproportionality: 
Placement 
Placement Disproportionality calculations          
report the % of students with disabilities placed 
in the general education setting  
• The data answers the question: Does the racial/ethnic 

group have equal risk of receiving special education 
and related services in a particular environment when 
compared to the state’s risk for all other racial/ethnic 
subgroups? 

• For example: A district that has a Relative Risk Ratio of 
3.5 for Hispanic students receiving special education 
and related services in the regular classroom < 40% of 
the time means Hispanic students were 3 ½ times 
more likely to be served in this setting than all other 
racial/ethnic groups in the state.
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Disproportionality:
Placement 
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Disproportionality:
Placement 
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Formula: 
Disproportionality –
Placement 

District SWD Placement Risk for Focus 
Group  

÷

State Placement Risk for All Other 
Subgroups
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Calculation: 
Disproportionality –
Placement 

1. Calculate District Risk (40% – 79% Black):

105 ÷ 1816 = .057819 (numerator)

2. Calculate State Risk for all other subgroups:

a) State SWD all other Subgroups enrollment (not 
Black) = 19,091

b) State all other Subgroups enrollment (not Black) 
= 1,003,579

c) 19,191 ÷ 1,003,579 = .019122 (denominator)

3. Calculate the district’s Relative Risk Ratio:

.057819 ÷ .01912 = 3.0395
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Is this district 
significantly 
dispro? Only if last 
year the RRR was 
≥ 3.0 
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Disproportionality 
Determination
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Disproportionality 
Rubric
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FY17 Determinations

• Discipline
• Data from 2015-2016 school year reported in 

Student Record (sign off in June 2016)

• Identification and Placement 
• Data from 2016-2017 school year reported in FTE1 

(Federal Child Count, Environment data); count 
day October 4, 2016
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Questions?

Contact Carol Seay 

at 

cseay@doe.k12.ga.us

404-463-1713

or 

470-218-3244
8/22/2016 39

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
mailto:cseay@doe.k12.ga.us

